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His own life was sad & menotonous. The w

The Rattrap

Short answer type questions (textual)

_ From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap?

The peddler used to sell rattraps He had naturally been thinking of his rattraps when

suddenly he was struck by the icea that the whole world with its lands and seas was

nothing but a big rattrap. It vitered riches & joys, shelter & food, heat & clothing in the .
same manner as the rattrap oftered cheese & pork. As soon as someone let himself be N
tempted totouch the bait, it closed on him, and then everything came to an ¢nd.

Why was he amused by this idea?

r d had never been kind to him. So it became

his favourite pastime to think of people } EWho ad let themselves be caught in the dangerous -
trap or who were still circling around the balt ‘

Did the pedd.lcr expect the kind of Hhospitality that he received from the crofter?
No, the hospitality was unexpected as people usually made sour faces when he asked for
shelter. But the crofter served him porridge for supper & shared his tobacco roll with him. *

~ Healso played a game of cards with him till bed time & talked to him happily. (This
really shows that the man was generous in his hospitality.)

Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with pedd!er?
The crofter’s circumstances and temperament made him so talkative & friendly. Since he

had no wife cor child, he was happy to get someone to talk to in his lonelmess Secondly;
he was quite generous with his contidences.

Why did he show the thirsty kronor to the peddler?

The crofter had told the peddler that by supplying his cow’s mllk to the creamery, he had
received thirgty kronor in payment. The peddler seemed to doubt it. So, in order to
convince him, he showed him thirty kronor. (He held them up before his eyes, nodding
knowingly. ) Perhaps he did it to test the integrity of the vagabond. :

Did the peddler respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter?
No, he didn’t. He fell an easy prey to temptation. Half an hour after leaving the crofter’s
house, he came batk again, smashed the window pane, took out the money and hung the
leather pouch back in its.place. He even felt pleased at his smartness.

What made the peddler think that he had indeed fallen into a rattrap?

After stealing thirty kronor, the peddler avoided walking on the public highway and went
into the woods. Very soon he was lost in the big, confusing forest. He kept walking
without coming to the end of the wood. He recalled his thoughts about the world and the

rattrap. He realized that his own turn had come. He had let hxmself be fooled bv a bait and
hdu been cauth it : 2

;Why did the ironmaster speﬁk kdev to the puhller a-nd invite hlm Bopmer 1~ Y ey

The ronmiaster went close up to the peddler. In the uncertain reflection from the furnace.
he misiook him to be his old regimental conrade, Captam Von Stahle. He relt sorry tha
the_captan had fallen on bad davs, He addressed himeas Nils Olol. spoke hindly and
mvited him home o give them company on Christmas:. -
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Why did the peddier dechne the mwitation \

Lo hiem for his obd repmental Comr ade
1 . s UTast '! nistaxen R TOF B Geee v
The peddier knew that the wonmaster had mast . acy vty broner: o ign
The truth would be out soon Secondly, he had the stolen m .;~’v ._; ¢ g0 the hon’s
i . imself volormtaniy nso (e om §
So. going to the manor house would be hike throwmg himseif ¢ g -

: cchined the imvitation. (He ond
den (OR would be like entenag the hion's den).So he dwu..-i!--c imvitation. ( J
wanted to sleep in the forge & sneak away as quietly as possible.)
What made the peddler accept Edla Willmansson's invitation”? it e
Miss Edla looked at the peddler quite compassionately She n:'mccd tf t .cCh‘r"rlfi“ ; -
afrard. She assured him that he would be free to leave them after spencmg Lansimas £oC

- e -
with them. Her tnendly manner made the peddler feel confidence i her and accept fex
imvitation.

What doubts did Edla have about the peddler?

Edla noticed that the man was afraid. She concluded that either he had stolen wr;cthmz ot
had escaped from jail. She also thought that he was afraid of being arrested or being cross-

examined.(She also had doubts that the man had once been an educated man.) =4

When did the ironmaster realize his mistake? )
Next moming, the stranger was cleaned & well dressed. The valet had bathed him, cut his

hair and shaved him. The evening before, he had seen him in the uncertain reflection from
the fumace. Now when he saw him in broad daylight, it was impossible to mistake ham for

an old acquaintance. The ironmaster realised his mistake & threatened to eall the sheriff

What did the peddler say in his defence when 1t was clear that he was not
ironmaster had thought he was? . :
The peddler explained that he was not at fault. He had never pretended to be 2a

acquaintance. He had pleaded & begged to be allowed to stay in the forge. But no harm
had been done. He was willing to put on his rags & go away.

inc PO the

-

Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth zbout him?

Edla felt that it would be wrong on their part to chase away a human being whom they had
asked to come to their house and had promised him Christmas cheer. She understood that )
the man was leading a troubled life. He had no one to call his own. He wasn't welcome
anywhere. So she wanted him to enjoy a day of peace with them.

Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler? -

When Edla opened the package, she found a small rattrap with three wrinkled ten kroner
notes & a letter addressed to her. The peddler wanted to be nice in return as shehad been
so nice to him all day long. He did not want her to be embarrassed at the Christmas s=ason
by a thief. Edla felt greatly relieved that she had not made a mistake by giving shelter to
the peddler. He had after all not broken her trust. So she was happy to see the gift.

Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain Von Stable?- ' T

The peddler was.a vagaliond: Thé world had never been'kind 6 him. Butatthe
ironmaster’s house Edla tredted him as a real caplain evén after the reality became kilown.
This clevated position zav ¢ hum the power to behave like a real captain and clear himsel!l ”

ol hus dishonest ways. So he signed hunscl s Captain V'on Stahle. Edla’s act of kindness
brought out his basic goodness.

»
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How did he feel while walking through the forest? Whnt did he realise?

Duting, the first few howrs the woods eansed no diReulty. Tater i e day il bieepine
worse s atwas o big & confusing jungle The paths twisted ek & forth He bept wilking
without coming to the end of the wood e recalled his (hotigehits whiont the wor bl e e '

vattvap. He realised that his own tarm Tad conse. He had Tel himselE e fooled iy n bl sl
had been caupt

What did the ironmaster assume the reason belind the old capliin's tefusal ? How did hie
try to reassure him?

[he ironmaster assumed that his old regimental comade felt embinprassed becase uf hia
miserable clothing,

He said that his house was not 5o fine that he eould not ¢ome there. s wile Blizabeth
was dead & boys were abroad. He lived thete only witli his datighites

How did the stranger (ry to save himself when the irofimuster threatened to call the polics?
OR

Why did the itontnaster drop the idea of chlling the shetift? ¢

The peddler said that the sherff nght come & Tock i G b the fonisster ins

remember that a doy might come when he was templed & then he would be canght m the

bigs tattrap of the world Che metaphor amusoed the irontmaster He diopped e ides of

cnlling the shetd 1 but asked him to leave al once,

" i ‘l
Before leaving the rrommnaster's home: Why did the strimger stire af ela in Botidless
amnzement?

Bl told him that the suit which he wore was (0 be i Clirlstinis présent from hier father,
He didn’t have to return it

I he wanted to spend the next Chilslinas sve peacefully, he would be welcomed hick
This amazed him,

Why did the gir! feel dejected while returning from the church?

1) She had learned at church that one of e ofd crofisrs at e Tronworks had been robbed
by o man who went atound selling tattraps

2) Uer father taunted her & held her responsible for lettng o “fne fellow® into the Do

Sum up the contents of the peddivr s Tetter to Tdb

The stranger didn'twant her o e rmlmynwd il Clitlstiiis sesnson by ioidisl Kinta she
ldd been nice to him as il bie were o caplain, he wotld big fles o Lot g U weeres @ o)
captan e asked hor to et the meney fo old eroltee Fhe rattenp @i i firearnl
from a vt who wondd Toce heen conghit i the wortldorntteage ol e Pondd oot B pi fipsid foo
the captan 1w as as caplam that b (e o cn e chest D I
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Cthe door But the old man pives lam o pleasant surprise. He is happy to find a man in his

daughter

The Rattrap (Long answer questions)
How docs the peddler interpret the acts of kindness and hospitality shown by the crofter,
the wonmaster And lns daughter? |
The pedidler s a vagabond e goes around selling small rattraps. He had to resort (0 both \1
bBegping amd small thefls to keep bady & soul together. He integprets the acts ol kindness
& hospitahiy shown by different peaple differently.
When the peddler knocks on the dooy of the old erofler, he expecls some ‘sour faces’ at

lonehness He offers lim supper They play ‘myjolis’. But the peddler ducs not respect the
confidence the host TePOses i and runs zl\‘-'.l.\ with his money.

Sumlavdy, he s I‘ll\( mmh II“})lth‘aui hy the hn\p[l 1l||y shown hy the ironmaster. He
doesn't clear the m\mn'l\lm s doubt in the hope of getting a couple of kronors. Besides,

with the stolen thirty kronors in his pocket, he thinks that going up to the manor house will
be hike throwing limself mto the lion's den

Finally, the acts of kinduess of the ironmaster's daughter awaken the essential goodness in

the peddler. Her sympathy and understanding leave a deep i ""!"C““'m“ on him he doesn't =

want to put her to shate. e leaves thirty kronors to be returned to the old crofter. He
writes a letter expressing his gratitude to her. He also leaves a Christmas present for her.
— ————

\.\'h;\l are the instances in the story that show that the character of the daughter is different
trom that of the wonmaster i many ways ?

Varous stances prove that the character of ironmaster is different from that of his
Fhough both are quite soctal & good human beings, the ironmaster is impulsive
whereas his daughter is cool, logical, kind & thoughtful. His decisions arc hasty. In The
uncertain nght of the furnace, he unstakes the stranger for his old rcgimcnlﬁnmmdc. He
mvites him home & thinks of feeding, clothing & helping him with job. But when he
reahises us nustake, he calls the man dishonest, demands an explanation & is ready to call
in the shen{t, Edla, on the other hand, considers it uncthical to chase away a man whom
they had promised €hristmas cheer & insists on honouring the promise.

Edla 1s more observant. She is a better judge ol human beings & situations. She notices
the fear of the stranger & thinks that either he is a run away prisoner or a thief, She is
gentle, kind, compassionate & friendly o him. She understands that the man has a
troubled life and isn’( welcome anywhere. She treats him nicely even after knowu\b the
mistake in identity.

Edla has basic human qualities. Even her father realises that she has better persuasive
power than he has. Therefore, he sends her to persuade the peddler to bring him to the
manor house.

It is Edla's love, understanding & selfless hospilality that awakens the basic goodness of
the tramp and he clears himself of his dishonest ways in the end.

The story has many instances of unexpected reactions from the characters to others'
behaviour. Pick out Instances of these surprises.

The story *The rattrap” 48-full of surprises; The first sign of an. unoxpu,lcd reagtipn comes
from the old crafter. Whe the peddley knocked on the door, he expected “Soutifaces’. But
the old crofier was happy (o receive him. They have supper together. They staoke & play
myobis™. The behaviour of the peddler towards such a host s quite unexpected. His
stealimg of thiety kronors from the old man™s pouch s an act of thanklessness.

Fheattitude ol the ronmaster towards the peddler is quite strange. He takes an ordinary
[ .

Y | o | &= ]

— _ >

Scanned by CamScanner



vagabond for
realises his m

an B , .
an old comrade and tries 1o force him 10 come 16 hys
world 1o 3 rat

1stake, he threatens 1o call the sheriff. But the ped
trap makes him lau

: Augh and he drops the idea of calling the sheriff.

;\:](;ar:ﬁgsull’:)il;:dgnzctn Miss Edla insists on his stay despite knowing the truth about him

invites s o sy ad to cha‘sc‘away someone whom they had invited home. She also
pend next Christmas with them.

The end of the story 1s quite su

he raises hig character to heroj

to the old crofter byt also leay

house. Later, when he
dler’s comparison of the

rprising. When the ironmaster declares the peddler a thief,

¢ heights. Not only does he ask them to give thirty kronors
¢s a Christmas gift for Edla,

What made the peddler finally change his ways?
ns.4 In the end the peddler is

a petty thief, h

quite a transformed character. From a seller of small rattraps and
_ e raises himself to heroic heights. This essential goodness in him is
awakened through understanding & love of Miss Edla Willmansson.
When the truth about the peddler is exposed, the ironmaster can’t tolerate his presence
anymore. He asks him to go away at once. But then comes Edla. Being a compassionate
person, she understands that the man has a troubled life. He also seems to be afraid of
being arrested. So she would like to have him enjoy a day of peace with them.
Sccoridly, she doesn’t think it ethical to chase away a human being whom they had
promised ‘Christmas cheer’. §

o the peddler has been able to sleep as quietly & safely as
never before in his life. Edla offers him the suit as a Christmas present and invites him to
spend the next Christmas also with them. :

This makes the peddler mend his ways. He proves true to the faith Edla has reposed in
him. He leaves behind three ten kronor notes & a letter of gratitude. The rattrap is a
Christmas present from a ‘rat’ who would have been caught if he had not been *raised ta
captain’. : ' '

2.5 How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human predicament?
\ns.5 In the short story “The Rattrap’ the author uses the metaphor of the rattrap very effectively
to highlight the humarr predicament. -

The peddler, while thinking of his rattraps, is suddenly struck by an idea. The whole world

with its lands and seas, its cities and villages is nothing but a big rattrap. The world exists
only for one thing. It sets baits for people. The riches and

joys, shelter;and food, heat and
clothing are just baits. They are like cheese & pork offered by the rattrap. The moment
one is tempted to touch the bait, the trap closes in on him. Then everything comes to an
end.

The peddler recalls his thoughts about the world and the rattrap when he is lost in a big &
confusing forest. Now his own turn has come. He has let himself be fooled by a bait.
Those thirty kronors in the crofter’s pouch are a bait. He steals them and is caught.

Again, going to manor house would mean throwing himsel( voluntarily into the lion's den.

The metaphor is effectively used when the peddler describes human predicament o the

tronmaster. He says “all the goods that are offered are nothing but baits set out to drag a
poor tellow in to trouble ™ '

[n the end the peddler left the rattrap as Christmas prescnt.fmm‘;@ ‘rat’ whp :}!{Q&]ﬂ‘t‘]"hﬂgq |
heen caught in this world s rattvap if he had not been *raised to ca‘plam’.-1-'l1;1{’Wdy'?$§fgbl
the poveer to Cear nmsel :

Fhe story leaves o moral tiat if vou tahe sotmething vou want wronghully. vou mulu vel
tapped in [l hjr FOUN 0% 1 Circuimstanges,
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The peddler comes out as a person with a subtle sense of humour. How does this serve in
lightening the seriousness of the theme of the story and also endear him to us?

The peddler has a subtle sense of humour. He is not overburdened with morality. He
doesn’t mind resorting to both begging and thievery to ‘keepbody & soul together’. -
He has a natural tendency to philosophise life. It makes life less burdensome. His sense of
humour makes him accept that he is a rat like all-other human:beings. The very rattrap
theory of the peddler is both humourous & philosophical. The-world is.nothing but a big
rattrap with its joys like baits. Anyone who touches the bait, the rattrap closes in on him. I
is even more of a fun when he himself gets caught by thetrap. . o -
When the ironmaster mistakes him for an old regimental comrade, he lets this
misunderstanding prevail on him. He might throw him a couple of kranor. He makes the

ironmaster laugh with his rrietaphor of the rattrap. Even the irorl_masterfaccepts that it was

“not so badly said”. _ o
Finally’ his letter with the ‘christmas present from a rat’ to Edla is a fine example of his

capacity to make others laugh at him.
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